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Philosophy of Catholic Education 

St. Joseph Elementary School 

 

"I am the way, and the truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father but through me."  (John, 

14:6).  We believe Jesus is the reason for our existence and the Gospel message is central to the 

integration of religious truths and values with life. 

 

The primary responsibility for education resides with the parents.  The choice of Catholic 

education is further implemented by the faculty, staff and parish community.  In striving to 

become a responsible Christian adult, each student is challenged to achieve his/her potential in all 

areas. 

 

The children are called to grow in their faith and to develop a wholesome regard for self as well as 

a Christian respect for others through service, message, community and worship.  By discussion 

and comment, the religious and secular perspectives, each complementing the other, offer a 

deeper and fuller picture of reality. 

 

Our Philosophy of Education clearly states that the Gospel message is central in our school.  To 

this end, all of us, faculty, staff, administration, priests, parents and students model for each other 

the example of Christian life.  Our Philosophy is our guide for all decisions made at St. Joseph. 

 



SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 

 
The specific goals of St. Joseph's Catholic Elementary School follow the curriculum 

recommended by the State of Missouri and the Archdiocese of St. Louis for elementary schools, 

with some additional emphasis upon individual needs at all grade levels.  The ultimate goal of our 

school for its students is the Catholic-Christian formation of the child.  The more immediate goal 

is to provide for each student's unique intellectual, spiritual, moral, emotional, aesthetical, physical 

and social needs. 
 

The primary focus of St. Joseph's Catholic Elementary School is to teach and model our Catholic 

faith to the children of St. Joseph's Parish. 
 

"We strive to provide a background of the basics in an atmosphere where the fourfold purpose of 

Christian education is realized; to develop the Catholic message at the student's age level; to live 

in a community the way Jesus wants each of His children to live; and to be of service to each 

person in a manner that is honest and peaceful"* 

(*"To Teach As Jesus Did" - Bishops' message on Pastoral Education) 
 

1. Provide students with the knowledge, understanding, and practice of the Catholic Faith 

which will lead them toward a mature faith commitment, which includes living by Gospel 

values and actively sharing faith. 

2. Help students demonstrate a commitment to justice through responsible and accountable 

decisions founded on Christian principles. 

3. Create a welcoming atmosphere where students will listen to and show respect for the 

diversity of others’ thoughts, opinions, and cultures. 

4. Develop an environment where students will be able to connect knowledge to real life 

situations by making responsible decisions that allow them to cope with life’s challenges. 

5. Foster an environment that encourages the students to show intellectual development by 

demonstrating their ability in the use of curiosity, analytical thinking, effective 

communication skills, and the responsibility for one’s own learning. 

6. Provide students with the opportunities to experience spiritual, creative, intellectual, and 

emotional growth. 

 

 

 



ART  SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 
 

 Students will recognize, through aesthetic awareness, that art is part of everything in their 

environment. 

 Students will understand that there are various purposes for creating art. 

 Students will develop awareness that there are different responses to specific artworks. 

 Students will examine their own artwork and that of other people, times, and places in 

order to learn that the visual arts have specific historical and cultural relationships. 

 Students will relate works of art to the historical and cultural contexts in which they were 

created. 

 Students will study about artists and their contributions and ways of communicating 

cultural values and beliefs. 

 Students will select and use subject matter, symbols, and ideas to communicate meaning 

through the use of higher order thinking skills and creative problem solving processes. 

 Students will learn to examine objects and events in their lives in an historical progression. 

 Students will learn to use all materials and tools in a safe manner. 

 Students will realize the relationship of visual art to all other disciplines. 

 Students will understand that the arts provide lifelong learning that may both a vocational 

and professional. 

 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 

 

Conventions of Standard English (Language) 

Students will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 

Knowledge of Language (Language) 

Students will apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening. 

 

Vocabulary Use and Acquisition (Language) 

Students will determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

 

Students will demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 

encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Comprehension and Collaboration (Speaking and Listening) 

Students will integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally.   

 

Students will prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively. 

 

 

 



Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas (Speaking and Listening) 

Students will present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can 

follow the line of reasoning, and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Students will make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 

information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

 

Key Ideas and Details (Reading) 

Students will read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 

Students will determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

Students will analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

 

Craft and Structure (Reading) 

Students will interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone. 

 

Students will analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text relate to each other and the whole. 

 

Students will assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (Reading) 

Students will integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 

Students will evaluate the specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 

well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

 

Students will analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches of the author’s take. 

 

Students will read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently. 

 

Text Types and Purposes (Writing) 

Students will write arguments to support claims in an analysis of topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

Students will write informative/explanatory texts to examine and covey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

Students will write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 



 

Production and Distribution of Writing (Writing) 

Students will produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Students will develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 

Students will use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge (Writing) 

Students will conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 

questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 

Students will gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 

plagiarism. 

 

Range of Writing (Writing) 

Students will write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

 

MATH SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 

 

 Students will apply knowledge of numbers and operations to successfully solve problems. 

 Students will use models to transfer math concepts to concrete math problem solving 

situations. 

 Students will identify two and three-dimensional objects. 

 Students will use symbols to represent unknowns in mathematical equations. 

 Students will demonstrate and apply knowledge of standard and metric measurements. 

 Students will show evidence of understanding in probability concepts. 

 Students will collect, organize, and interpret data in various types of graphs. 

 Students will demonstrate the ability to solve problems using various methods and adapt the 

strategies to new situations. 

 Students will accept and show appreciation for differences in strategies in problem solving. 
 Students will recognize mathematical progression of skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 
 

 Students will use their voices to sing God’s praises. 

 Students will value and respect their own musical efforts and those of others.  They will 

appreciate various types of music and will conduct themselves well as performers and as 

audience members. 

 Students will read music notation and will exercise musical creativity by composing short 

pieces, writing lyrics, and improvising melodies and accompaniments. 

 Students will develop skills in playing pitched and unpitched rhythm instruments, 

recorders, and tone chimes. 

 Students will identify by sight and sound the various families of instruments (string, 

woodwind, brass and percussion). 

 Students will listen to music with focused attention, and will identify dynamic levels, 

tempos, high and low pitches, and a melody line; they will use appropriate music 

vocabulary to describe music. 

 Students will research the lives, times, and contributions of various composers and the 

history of opera and related subjects. 

 Students will understand music relative to its historical and cultural significance, and will 

understand the relationships between music and the other arts. 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 
 

 Students will develop an awareness of the body and its function through movement and 

exercise. 

 Students will develop an awareness and understanding of the importance of life-long 

physical fitness. 

 Students will be provided with opportunities to learn life-long recreational skills. 

 Students will understand the rules of the games and sports played. 

 Students will develop sportsmanship and respect toward one another. 

 Students will participate in organized and unorganized play in a cooperative spirit. 

 Students will recognize that physical exercise is an important aspect of a healthy mental 

attitude. 

 Students will acquire and develop desirable traits of health concepts and a wholesome, 

well-integrated personality. 



 

RELIGION SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 

 

 Students will demonstrate by word and action a commitment to living the Gospel values. 

 Students will apply knowledge of Catholic dogma, Scripture, Church history, and traditions to 

their daily experiences. 

 Students will lead a sacramental life. 

 Students will experience planning and participating in liturgies. 

 Students will develop an ongoing personal relationship with God. 

 Students will join in the mission spirit of the Church. 

 Students will recognize their responsibility to help build a world of peace and justice. 
 Students will show respect for God's creation. 

 Students will show a readiness to share their faith. 
 

 

SCIENCE SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 
 

Scientific and Engineering Practices 

These practices will be used across grade levels and across topics in science. 

 Asking questions and defining problems 

 Planning and carrying out investigations 

 Analyzing and interpreting data 

 Developing and using models 

 Constructing explanations and designing solutions 

 Engaging in argument from evidence 

 Using mathematics and computational thinking 

 Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 

Disciplinary Core Ideas 

These main areas of study will be learned at increasing levels of complexity in primary, 

intermediate, and junior high levels.   

 Physical Science 

o Matter and its interactions 

o Motion and stability: forces and interactions 

o Energy 

o Waves and their applications in technologies for information transfer 

 Life Science 

o From molecules to organisms: structures and processes 

o Ecosystems: interactions, energy, and dynamics 

o Heredity: inheritance and variation of traits 

o Biological evolution: unity and diversity 

 Earth and Space Science 

o Earth’s place in the universe 

o Earth’s systems 

o Earth and human activity 



 Engineering, Technology, and the Application of Science 

o Engineering design 

o Links among engineering, technology, science, and society 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 

 

Culture: Students will understand that people create, learn, share, and adapt to culture the 

socially transmitted beliefs, values, and traditions of a group of people.  They will analyze 

similarities and differences between cultures, and explain how cultures change over time. 

 

Time, Continuity, and Change (History): Students will understand patterns of continuity and 

change over time in institutions, values, and traditions.  Students will develop knowledge about 

past events and analyze causes and effects of events in the context of the times in which they 

took place. 

 

People, Places, and Environments (Geography): Students will understand the relationships 

between people, places, and environments.  They will analyze how geography affects the way 

people live and how people impact the environments in which they live. 

 

Individual Development and Identity; Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Students will 

describe how a person’s identity is shaped by culture.  Students will explore the interaction 

between individuals, groups, and institutions.  Students will analyze how groups and 

institutions develop within a culture.  

 

Power, Authority, and Governance; Civic Ideals and Practices: Students will understand the 

principles, processes, and structures of government.  Students will compare and contrast 

democratic and nondemocratic forms of government.  Students will understand how people 

cooperate and resolve conflicts within a group.  Students will explore how people have rights 

and responsibilities in a democratic government. 

 

Production, Distribution, and Consumption (Economy): Students will analyze how the uneven 

distribution of resources has led to trade.  Students will compare the role that government plays 

in different economic systems.  Students will understand that our world is interdependent 

because of global trade. 

 

Science, Technology, and Society: Students will understand how technological developments 

have changed society in the past and in the present.  Students will evaluate how further changes 

in technology may change our society in the future. 

 

Global Connections: Students will analyze how events and developments in one place affect 

the rest of the world.  Students will evaluate America’s place in world events. 

 

 

SPANISH SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 
(from the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning) 

 

 Students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 

emotions, and exchange opinions. 



 Students will understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

 Students will present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers 

on a variety of topics. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 

 Students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign 

language. 

 Students will acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only 

available through the foreign language and its culture. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparison of 

the language studied and their own. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of 

the cultures studied and their own. 

 Students will use the language both within and beyond the school setting. 

 Students will show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for 

personal enjoyment and enrichment. 

 

 

LEARNING CONSULTANT 
 

The Resource Room is available to all students diagnosed with learning disabilities and 

medical conditions that affect academics. It is also available to students who are struggling in 

the classroom and might benefit from one-on-one, small group, or additional help while being 

monitored for possible learning problems.  

The main goal of the Learning Consultant in the Resource Room at St. Joseph School is to 

serve as an advocate for those students with diagnosed learning disabilities and medical 

conditions that cause obstacles in learning and to assist the parents of those students throughout 

the school years.  

The Learning Consultant:  

 guides the parents when making the initial testing decisions, including speech 

 administers and completes the packets for testing through the Special School District or 

private testing 

 attends Service Plan meetings with parents 

 attends conferences and other meetings concerning the Resource Room students  

 develops profiles on each student for the teachers 

 serves as a resource to the teachers and students 

 monitors assignment book completion daily throughout the year 

 schedules meetings between teachers, parents, Learning Consultant, and/or testing centers 

 monitors current paperwork for diagnosed students 

 supervises daily activities in the Resource Room (tests, ITBS testing, reviews, tutoring, 

Oasis,  re-teaching of lessons, etc.) 

The Learning Consultant monitors students suspected of having possible learning concerns.  

Students are monitored through the use of the Resource Room until the area of concern is 

decreased or the student is tested. The students are also monitored for progress in their 

academic areas. 



 

 

 

 

LIBRARY MEDIA PROGRAM 
 

Educational experiences gained through the school library media program will assure that 

students know and can demonstrate how to: 

 Select an essential research question or topic using given information and narrow topics as 

necessary. 

 Use alphabetical order in reference and search sources (i.e. dictionary, encyclopedia, 

indexes, catalog). 

 Search for materials by author, title, subject, or keyword, and search catalogs (online or 

print) with minimal assistance. 

 Independently select resources (print, non-print, electronic) that are appropriate to topic. 

 Follow a research plan established by the teacher. 

 Use search tools (indexes, main menus, keywords), parts of a book (table of contents, 

glossaries, bibliography) and apply Boolean logic for database searches. 

 Demonstrate an ability to synthesize retrieved material into a meaningful product. 

 Analyze research process after completion of an assignment and adjust search strategies. 

 Prepare bibliography, citing sources according to established methods. 

 

 

 

 

ART 
Fifth Grade 

 

 

Goals: 

 Students will produce a variety of 2-D and 3-D art that communicate ideas for specific 

purposes. 

 Students will define the elements of art and how they are used with the principles of design 

to plan and create artwork. 

 Students will use the principles of design. 

 Students will learn about major historical works of art from select time periods. 

 Students will know how to discuss works of art using proper art terminology. 

 Students will learn to categorize artist’s works by art styles. 

 Students will learn to develop their art from the idea stage to a finished piece of art. 

 

Content Topics:  Knowledge/Skills/Values 

 Use art materials that are appropriate for this grade level correctly. 

 Explore different art materials. 

 Identify focal point and emphasis in art. 

 Learn one point perspective in art. 

 Create art using a monochromatic color scheme. 

 Use shades and tints. 

 Learn printmaking skills appropriate for this level. 

 Discuss how to critique art. 



 Develop conversational art vocabulary. 

 Compare and contrast the art of China and Japan. 

 Create a clay piece using Asian art as an inspiration.  

 

 

COMPUTER 
Grade Five 

 

GOALS: 

 Identify major parts of a computer. 

 Learn that wires go from mouse, keyboard, monitor, printer to hard drive and then to power 

source; mouse pad necessary to use mouse correctly. 

 Become knowledgeable about computer care. 

 Learn computer skills to reinforce fifth grade curriculum. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Keyboard skills—Home Keys 

 Computer terminology 

 Fifth grade curriculum 

 Word processing  

 PowerPoint Projects 

 Care and use of CD’s/flash drives 

 Drawings 

 Stories, poems and illustrations 

 Spreadsheet projects 

 Letters 

 

RESOURCES: 

Computer lab    

Classroom computers  

Windows 10 

Office 2007 

Various software & Websites 

Interactive Whiteboard 

iPads 

Chromebooks 

Flash drives 

Google software 

 

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Ask your children to tell you (maybe teach you) what they learned in computer class. 

Encourage your children to follow computer care guidelines: keep computer area in order; keep 

magnetic sources, food, and drink (etc.) away from computer. 

Explain the difference between educational software and games that are made for computers. 

Encourage your children to use a draw or paint program and save their work on their own flash 

drives.   

Teach your children the importance of saving work on a flash drive in case the computer 

crashes. 

Make it possible for your children to practice keyboard skills at home.  

See if your children would be interested in taking a computer class during the summer. 



Make sure that your computer meets “system requirements” before you purchase new software. 

Ask your friends what software and web sites that they have found helpful to their children. 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Fifth Grade 

Key Ideas and Details (Reading) 

Students will quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 

Students will determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem using the details in the text; 

summarize the text. 

 

Students will accurately summarize a story, drama, poem, or nonfiction text. 

 

Students will compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story using 

specific details from the text as evidence. 

 

Students will determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported 

by details. 

 

Students will explain the relationship or interactions between two or more individuals, events, 

ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in 

the text. 

Craft and Structure (Reading) 

Students will define and use figurative language, especially metaphors and similes. 

 

Students will explore the structure of a poem, story, or drama. 

 Explain how chapters, stanzas, or scenes provide an overall structure. 

Students will know and understand the various points of view an author can use when writing. 

 

Students will describe how the narrator’s point of view influences how the events are 

described. 

 

Students will explore how visual and multimedia elements contribute to a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (Reading) 

Students will compare and contrast stories in the same genre regarding their approach to 

similar themes or topics. 

 

Range of Reading and Text Complexity (Reading) 

Students will independently and proficiently read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band. 



Fluency (Foundational Skills- Reading) 

Students will read with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 

successive readings. 

 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary. 

Students will determine the meaning of content specific vocabulary words. 

 

Text Types and Purposes (Writing) 

Students will write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 

and information. 

 Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in 

which related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose. 

 Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

 Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

Students will write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

 Introduce a topic clearly and provide a general observation and focus, and group related 

information logically. 

 Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 

and examples related to the topic. 

 Link ideas using phrases and clauses. 

 Use precise language and topic-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information. 

Students will write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

 Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, and pacing to develop experiences 

and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

 Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 

 Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 

 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

Students will analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic. 

Production and Distribution of Writing (Writing) 

Students will follow and work through the steps of the writing process for each writing 

assignment:  planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.  

 

Students will use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as 

to interact and collaborate with others. 

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge (Writing) 

Students will conduct and produce a research paper as well as other short research projects. 



 Use several sources to build knowledge. 

 Summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work and provide a list of 

sources. 

 

Range of Writing (Writing) 

Students will write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two). 

 

RESOURCES: 

Textbooks:  Harcourt Language 

         Pearson-Scott Foresman:  Reading Street 

         Wordly Wise  

Novels:  Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy 

   Bound for Oregon 

  The Westing Game 

 

 

 

 

 HOME ACTIVITIES: 

 

Journal writing. 

Quiet time for D.E.A.R. time at home. 

Explore Native American legends; read a legend from the book, The Native American Legends 

by Mari Lu Robbins.  Create with your child an art project to symbolize the legend. 

Visit the Faust Historical Village in Faust Park and write a story about your experiences. 

Check out the public library branch near your home for brochures what activities are currently 

being held for children. 

Attend a production of the Muny Opera or the Fabulous Fox Theatre. 

Take your family to the St. Louis Storytelling Festival during the spring. 

Have your child read orally to a younger sibling or neighbor. 

Allow your children to write thank-you notes, letters etc… to family and friends. 

Play vocabulary/spelling games. 

Correct your child when his/her spoken language isn’t correct and ask them to repeat it 

properly. 

Use the Internet to explore time periods and settings of novels read in class. 

 

 

 

  



 

MATH 
Fifth Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will apply knowledge of whole numbers, decimals and fractions in order to 

perform the four mathematical operations. 

 Students will identify and analyze properties of two and three-dimensional objects. 

 Students will recognize that variables can represent unknown numbers. 

 Students will demonstrate and apply knowledge of standard and metric measurement.  

 Students will collect, organize, and interpret data in various types of graphs. 

 Students will demonstrate the ability to solve problems using various methods and adapt 

the strategies to new situations. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Numeration (numbers and operations) 

 Place value (whole numbers and decimals), from thousandths to hundred-billions 

 Addition and subtraction (whole numbers and decimals) 

 Mean, median, mode, range, graphing 

 Multiplication (whole numbers and decimals) 

 Division (whole numbers and decimals, 2-place divisors) 

 Addition and subtraction (fractions and mixed numbers) 

 Problem solving 

 

RESOURCES: 

McGraw-Hill: student texts, teacher resource kit, teacher manuals 

Accelerated Math Program – Renaissance Learning, Inc. 

Calculators 

Manipulatives:  base ten blocks, clear plastic volume set, geoboards, meter sticks, tangrams, 

meter tapes, fraction wheels, counting discs, solid geometric figures, angles, dice cubes, 

fraction burgers and protractor. 

  

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Play games using numbers, logic, and reasoning 

Cook with your child and practice increasing recipes 

When shopping with children, compare prices, look for the best buy, estimate total bill, talk 

about ounces, liters, etc. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

MUSIC 
Fifth Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will use their voices to sing God’s praises. 

 Students will value and respect their own musical efforts and those of others.  They will 

appreciate various types of music and will conduct themselves well as performers and as 

audience members. 

 Students will read music notation and will exercise musical creativity by composing short 

pieces, writing lyrics, and improvising melodies and accompaniments. 

 Students will develop skills in playing pitched and unpitched rhythm instruments, 

recorders, and tone chimes. 

 Students will identify by sight and sound the various families of instruments (string, 

woodwind, brass and percussion). 

 Students will listen to music with focused attention, and will identify dynamic levels, 

tempos, high and low pitches, and a melody line; they will use appropriate music 

vocabulary to describe music. 

 Students will research the lives, times, and contributions of various composers and the 

history of opera and related subjects. 

 Students will understand music relative to its historical and cultural significance, and will 

understand the relationships between music and the other arts. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Develop musical sense and sensitivity. 

 Acquire perception of singing in tune. 

 Increase awareness of steady beat. 

 Explore like and unlike phrases. 

 Appreciate differences between unison and harmony. 

 Become familiar with sight and sound characteristics of different instruments. 

 Discern effects produced by instruments. 

 Experience different tempos. 

 Explore different dynamic levels. 

 Understand and utilize techniques for playing recorder. 

 Appreciate religious, historical and cultural aspects of music. 

 

RESOURCES: 

Steinway grand piano 

Electronic keyboard 

Tone chimes, resonator bells 

Pitched and unpitched percussion instruments 

Hymnals 

Music textbooks 

Sacred and secular songbooks 

Octavos/anthems 

Rhythm practice books 

Metronome 

Music K-8 magazine 

Encyclopedias 

Reference books 



Music-related storybooks 

Computer 

Overhead projector and screen 

Television, VCR, CD/cassette/record players, DVD player 

Compact discs, cassettes, LP records, videos 

Globe 

Easel 

Music-related games 

 

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Talk with or interview a professional musician. 

Ask your child to write a review of a musical performance that you have attended or viewed.  

Examples can be found in the newspaper. 

Attend performances of popular groups in which your child shows an interest. 

Read and talk about music reviews in newspapers. 

Listen to classical music radio programs produced especially for children. 

Express high, but realistic, expectations. 

Make flash cards for material being covered in Music class. 

Establish a routine for homework. 

Set an example by singing at church. 

Ask your child what he/she did in Music class this week. 

Talk about music used at church, weddings, sporting events. 

Participate in recitals for relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

Attend recitals of relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

Listen to a variety of music at home and in the car. 

Attend recitals of relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

Listen to a variety of music at home and in the car. 

Check out compact discs and videos (even those you may not prefer) from the public library. 

Listen to a particular piece of music and talk about the reasons you and your child may like or 

dislike it. 

Attend music performances at grade schools, high schools, colleges/universities, and 

municipalities. 

Attend performances by community bands, choruses, and orchestras, the St. Louis 

Philharmonic Orchestra, the Saint Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra, the Saint Louis 

Symphony Orchestra, the Fox, the Muny.  Many performances are free or are very 

inexpensive. 

Talk about music used at church, weddings, sporting events. 

Participate in recitals for relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

 

 

 

  



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Fifth Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will skillfully and safely use a variety of equipment. 

 Students will exhibit the desire to explore space through controlled movement. 

 Students will participate in sport lead up activities and skill development games for 

learning, exercising, and enjoyment. 

 Students will develop and understanding of fitness and healthy living. 

 Students will begin to form strategies and be able to trouble shoot problems during skill 

development. 

 Students will demonstrate respect, positive sportsmanship, and always give their best 

effort. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Practice Christ-like behavior in class and during athletic competition 

 Demonstrate movement concepts and principles for the learning and development of motor 

skills 

 Develop a progression from simple to complex while learning skills 

 Develop and practice aspects of fitness 

 

RESOURCES: 

 

Balls  Carpet squares  Hoops  Beanbags Parachute  

Jump ropes Tumbling mats Net  Bats  Scooters  

Frisbees Cones   Goals  Scoops  Paddles  

Music  

 

 

 

  



 

RELIGION 
Fifth Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will demonstrate the ability to plan and participate in liturgical celebrations. 

 Students will have an understanding of the sacraments. 

 Students will develop an understanding of the sacredness of the human body and        

relationships with others. 

 Students will participate in activities that promote an understanding of the Gospel. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Commandments, as they relate to Reconciliation 

 Seven sacraments, the signs of Jesus’ love 

 Prayer forms 

 Liturgical seasons 

 Family Life – God’s Own Making 

 Community outreach 

 Signs, Symbols, and Sacramentals 

 

RESOURCES: 

Bibles 

Family life textbook 

Textbook:  We Believe 

Safe Touch Program:  Stop the Hurting, Peer Pressure 

  

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Attend Sunday Mass 

Join students for weekly Mass 

Weekly discussions of the Gospel 

Help student to learn prayers 

Provide opportunities for community service 

 

 



Science Curriculum 
Fifth Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Sciences  

Matter and Its Interactions 

 What Students Will Demonstrate 

 Core Ideas 

 Develop a model to describe that matter is made of particles too small to be seen. 

 Measure and graph quantities to provide evidence that regardless of the type of change that 

occurs when heating, cooling, or mixing substances, the total weight of matter is conserved. 

 Make observations and measurements to identify materials based on their properties. 

 Conduct an investigation to determine whether the mixing of two or more substances 

results in new substances. 

 Matter of any type can be subdivided into particles that are too small to see, but even then 

the matter still exists and can be detected by other means.  

 The amount (weight) of matter is conserved when it changes form, even in transitions in 

which it seems to vanish.  

 Measurements of a variety of properties can be used to identify materials.  

 When two or more different substances are mixed, a new substance with different 

properties may be formed. 

 No matter what reaction or change in properties occurs, the total weight of the substances 

does not change.  

 

 



Life Sciences 

Matter and Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Use models to describe that energy in animals’ food (used for body repair, growth, motion, 

and to maintain body warmth) was once energy from the sun. 

 Support an argument that plants get the materials they need for growth chiefly from air and 

water.  

 Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, decomposers, 

and the environment.  

Energy in Chemical Processes and Everyday Life  

 The energy released [from] food was once energy from the sun that was captured by plants 

in the chemical process that forms plant matter (from air and water 

Organization for Matter and Energy Flow in Organisms  

 Food provides animals with the materials they need for body repair and growth and the 

energy they need to maintain body warmth and for motion.  

 Plants acquire their material for growth chiefly from air and water.  

Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems  

 The food of almost any kind of animal can be traced back to plants. Organisms are related 

in food webs in which some animals eat plants for food and other animals eat the animals 

that eat plants. Some organisms, such as fungi and bacteria, break down dead organisms 

(both plants or plants parts and animals) and therefore operate as “decomposers.” 

 Decomposition eventually restores (recycles) some materials back to the soil. Organisms 

can survive only in environments in which their particular needs are met. 

 A healthy ecosystem is one in which multiple species of different types are each able to 

meet their needs in a relatively stable web of life. Newly introduced species can damage 

the balance of an ecosystem. 

 

Cycles of Matter and Energy Transfer in Ecosystems 

 Matter cycles between the air and soil and among plants, animals, and microbes as these 

organisms live and die. Organisms obtain gases, and water, from the environment, and 

release waste matter (gas, liquid, or solid) back into the environment. 

 



 

Earth and Space Science 

Space Systems:  Stars and the Solar Systems 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Support an argument that the gravitational force exerted by Earth on objects is directed 

down. 

 Support an argument that differences in the apparent brightness of the sun compared to 

other stars is due to their relative distances from Earth. 

 Represent data in graphical displays to reveal patterns of daily changes in length and 

direction of shadows, day and night, and the seasonal appearance of some stars in the night 

sky. 

Types of Interactions  

 The gravitational force of Earth acting on an object near Earth’s surface pulls that object 

toward the planet’s center.  

The Universe and its Stars  

 The sun is a star that appears larger and brighter than other stars because it is closer. Stars 

range greatly in their distance from Earth.  

 Earth and the Solar System  

 The orbits of Earth around the sun and of the moon around Earth, together with the rotation 

of Earth about an axis between its North and South poles, cause observable patterns. These 

include day and night; daily changes in the length and direction of shadows; and different 

positions of the sun, moon, and stars at different times of the day, month, and year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Earth’s Systems 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Develop a model using an example to describe ways the geosphere, biosphere, 

hydrosphere, and/or atmosphere interact. 

 Describe and graph the amounts and percentages of water and fresh water in various 

reservoirs to provide evidence about the distribution of water on Earth. 

 Obtain and combine information about ways individual communities use science ideas to 

protect the Earth’s resources and environment.  

Earth Materials and Systems  

 Earth’s major systems are the geosphere (solid and molten rock, soil, and sediments), the 

hydrosphere (water and ice), the atmosphere (air), and the biosphere (living things, 

including humans). These systems interact in multiple ways to affect Earth’s surface 

materials and processes. The ocean supports a variety of ecosystems and organisms, shapes 

landforms, and influences climate. Winds and clouds in the atmosphere interact with the 

landforms to determine patterns of weather.  

The Roles of Water in Earth’s Surface Processes  

 Nearly all of Earth’s available water is in the ocean. Most fresh water is in glaciers or 

underground; only a tiny fraction is in streams, lakes, wetlands, and the atmosphere. 

 Human Impacts on Earth Systems  

 Human activities in agriculture, industry, and everyday life have had major effects on the 

land, vegetation, streams, ocean, air, and even outer space. But individuals and 

communities are doing things to help protect Earth’s resources and environments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Engineering Design 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes specified criteria 

for success and constraints on materials, time, or cost.  

 Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based on how well each is 

likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem. 

 Plan and carry out fair tests in which variables are controlled and failure points are 

considered to identify aspects of a model or prototype that can be improved. 

Defining and Delimiting Engineering Problems  

 Possible solutions to a problem are limited by available materials and resources 

(constraints). The success of a designed solution is determined by considering the desired 

features of a solution (criteria). Different proposals for solutions can be compared on the 

basis of how well each one meets the specified criteria for success or how well each takes 

the constraints into account. 

 Developing Possible Solutions  

 Research on a problem should be carried out before beginning to design a solution. Testing 

a solution involves investigating how well it performs under a range of likely conditions.  

 At whatever stage, communicating with peers about proposed solutions is an important part 

of the design process, and shared ideas can lead to improved designs. 

 Tests are often designed to identify failure points or difficulties, which suggest the 

elements of the design that need to be improved. 

Optimizing the Design Solution  

 Different solutions need to be tested in order to determine which of them best solves the 

problem, given the criteria and the constraints.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Fifth Grade 

 

GOALS: 

Government 

 Identify important principles in the Declaration of Independence, such as inalienable rights 

and government by the consent of the governed. 

 Identify important principles in the Constitution, including limited government, rule of law, 

majority rule, minority rights, separation of powers, and checks and balances. 

 Identify important principles in the Bill of Rights, such as basic rights and freedoms (for 

rights listed, see Amendments 1-8, for rights not listed, see Amendment 9). 

 Distinguish between powers and functions of local, state, and national government. 

Culture 

 Summarize the viability and diversity of Native American cultures before Europeans came. 

 Examine cultural interactions among these groups from Colonial times to the Civil War: 

Native Americans, immigrants from Europe, and Africans brought to America. 

 Identify how ideas, concepts, and traditions have changed over time in the United States. 

History 

 Outline the discovery, exploration, and early settlement of America. 

 Explain the American Revolution, including the perspectives of patriots and loyalists and 

factors that explain why the American colonists were successful. 

Economy 

 Apply the following economic concepts: scarcity, supply and demand, and trade-offs 

(opportunity cost). 

 Identify the role of technology in our economy and how our economy has changed from an 

agricultural economy to an industrial economy. 

 Interpret the past, explain the present, and predict future consequences of economic 

decisions. 

Geography 

 Use geographic research sources to acquire information and answer questions. 

 Construct maps. 

 Locate cities of Missouri and the United States. 

 Locate the world’s continents and oceans and states and major topographic features of the 

United States. 

 Locate and describe real places, using absolute and relative location. 

 Identify physical characteristics, such as climate, topography, relationship to water, and 

ecosystems. 

 Identify human characteristics, such as people’s education, language, diversity, economies, 

religions, settlement patterns, ethnic background, and political system. 

 Identify different kinds of regions in the United States. 



 Identify major patterns of population distribution, demographics, and migrations in the 

United States. 

 Use geography to interpret the past, explain the present, and plan for the future (e.g., physic 

processes that continue to reshape the earth). 

 

Individuals in Groups 

 Identify how a person becomes a member of a group or institution and what factors 

influence inclusion or exclusion from a group. 

Using Sources 

 Select, investigate, and present a topic using primary and secondary resources, such as oral 

interviews, artifacts, journals, documents, photos, and letters. 

 Use maps, graphs, statistical data, timelines, charts, and diagrams to interpret, draw 

conclusions, and make predictions. 

 Create maps, graphs, timelines, charts, and diagrams to communicate information. 

 Distinguish between fact and opinion and recognize bias and points of view. 

 Use technological tools for research and presentation. 

 Identify, research, and defend a point of view/position. 

 

RESOURCES: 

Wall Maps:  United States; World: American History 

Globes 

Stratalogica: Online maps, atlases, charts and projects 

Westward Movement - Pioneer Simulation 

Newspapers 

Videos 

Field study:  Pioneer Day 

Computer Media:  Internet and Non-fiction resources 

Current Events 

Test: Harcourt Social Studies 

 

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Use various media to explore and investigate topics, on the internet, at the library, in the 

newspaper, etc. 

Visit points of interest in the community together such as museums, Science Center, Art 

Museum, etc. 

Read together and discuss topics of interest. 

Watch television, cable shows, and videos together and discuss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SPANISH 
Fifth Grade 

 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 

emotions, and exchange opinions. 

 Students will understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

 Students will present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers 

on a variety of topics. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 

 Students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign 

language. 

 Students will acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only 

available through the foreign language and its culture. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparison of 

the language studied and their own. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of 

the cultures studied and their own. 

 Students will use the language both within and beyond the school setting. 

 Students will show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for 

personal enjoyment and enrichment. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Greetings 

 Numbers 0 to 1 million 

 Colors 

 What Am I?---feelings, characteristics 

 Parts of the body 

 Food and meals 

 Animals and pets 

 School 

 Traditional prayers 

 Songs and games 

 Holidays and celebrations 

 

RESOURCES: 

Spanish:  Elementary Level 3 (Learn and Language) 

Rock ‘N Learn Spanish, Volume 1 

Storybooks 

Maps, globe 

Spanish/English dictionary 

Games 



Flashcards 

Transparencies and overhead projector 

Travel brochures 

Posters, photographs 

Television, VCR 

Videos 

CD/cassette player 

Compact discs, audiotapes 

Computer lab 

Piñatas, sombreros, other Mexican souvenirs 

 

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Ask your child to teach you prayers in Spanish to say together. 

Attend the St. Joseph Spanish Parish. 

Make flashcards together of vocabulary your child has learned in class and 

practice with him/her. 

Go to Mexican restaurants for a meal; prepare one at home. 

Visit the Hispanic festival held in August at Jefferson Barracks Park. 

Visit U.S. cities/states/countries where Spanish is spoken. 

Read articles about culture and current events in Spanish speaking countries 

in magazines and newspapers. 

Watch a Spanish cable channel or listen to a Spanish radio station. 

Play scrabble using Spanish words. 

Play “I Spy” (Veo algo) game with Spanish words for colors, objects, etc. 

Check the “get out” section of the St. Louis Post Dispatch for multicultural 

Events and fairs to enjoy during the year. 

Explore foreign language and cultural websites on the Internet. 

Use Public Library resources, rent, or buy some CD ROMs (e.g. “Language 

Starter”, “My First 1000 words in Spanish”) for extra practice. 

Write to a pen pal in a Spanish-speaking country. 

 

 

 

 

 


